
Left: Birds of a Feather (BOF) participants rack their brains to defend and promote their preferred operating software: Microsoft Windows, OpenOffi ce and Mac, while DEVCON – 
Luzon host and idea generator Winston Damarillo facilitates the no-holds-barred debate. Right: The audience listens intently to several Lightning Talks. 
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Sync. Support. Succeed. Co-locating 
with the 10th year of the eServices 

Global Sourcing Conference and 
Exhibition organized by the Center 
for International Trade Exhibitions 
and Missions (CITEM), the Philippine 
Software Industry Association (PSIA) 
gathered nearly 150 software developers, 
IT students, venture capitalists as well 
as the media, at the SMX Convention 
Center in Pasay last February 9 for an 
event geographically closer to the Metro 
tagged as DEVCON Luzon, following 
the success of DEVCON Visayas, and 
DEVCON Mindanao.

DEVCON or Developers Connect is a 
premier gathering of Filipino ‘geeks’, 
that embraces global best practices for 
skills improvement and professional 
a d v a n c e m e n t ,  e n c o u r a g i n g 
collaboration, interaction, and 
mentoring among developers and 
academe in an informal setting.

Supported by a fullhouse of industry 
players like Accenture, Oracle, 
Microsoft, and G2iX, DEVCON Luzon 
featured three main events that make 
an original: Lightning Talks or fi ve to 
ten-minute presentations by IT experts 
such as Chester Velasco (Oracle),  

Ernie Lastimosa (Accenture), 
Deng Ching (PSIA Technology 
Council), Aaron Tinio (G2iX), Alezandra 
Nicolas (Microsoft), Kevin Leversee 
(technopreneur), and Jon Limjap (PSIA 
Technology Council) on topics that 
varied from open source, grid control, 
synaptic web, to C# 4.0. Birds of a Feather 
or the debate-like part that elicited 
intense discussions not just among the 
participants, but also members of the 
audience on just a simple question: 
Which is better, PC or Apple.  Lastly, 
Hackathon or coding marathon made 
possible by Globe internet where the 
audience was divided into groups and 
given a single task to write, the winner 
of which received 10,000 pesos.

The six-hour event which served the 
so-called developer’s staple food—pizza 
and beer and ended around 10PM, was 
proof of the vibrant IT community in 
the Philippines, all for the international 
market to see.

Through PSIA Marketing  Committee, 
DEVCON was born, having been 
launched in Cebu in June 2009 as 
DEVCON Visayas.  The latter’s success 
brought forth the idea and reality 
of a Mindanao and Luzon leg, all to 
promote the quality and quantity of IT 
practitioners to push forward the IT 
industry in the Philippines.

Apart from these big venues, DEVCON 
has also been a frequent visitor of 
various campuses, the latest of which 
was Siliman University and the 
University of San Jose-Recoletos for 
the Student Congress hosted by the 
Philippine Society of IT Educators 
(PSITE) attended by more than 1,300 

students and academe.

DEVCON will drop by Cebu again 
this June for the grandest event of 
all—DEVCON Philippines, which will 
coincide with the Cebu Business Month 
and the Philippine ICT Month.

(email diane@psia.org.ph / facebook: 
DevCon Philippines / twitter: DevConPH). 

IT professionals and students cluster in groups to beat the 
clock and their peers for Hackathon, a coding marathon.

DEVCON Luzon duets with eServices
PSIA at eServices

PSIA at eServices

IN BRIEF:
• 14 member companies* joined eServices last February 
8 and 9 at the SMX Convention Center, whose booths 
were enclosed in the big PSIA pavilion that was a major 
attraction in the exhibit area.  Rising in the middle of the 
pavilion was a common members’ booth with a photo 
wall showcasing the logos of all PSIA exhibitors.
*Advanced World Systems, Alsons Information Systems, Astra 
Philippines, Ayala Systems Technology, Inc., Blastasia, G2iX, 
i-Wave, J-SYS Philippines, Inc., Jupiter Systems, Inc., Mannasoft, 
Pointwest Technologies Corporation, Primesoft Philippines, Radix 
Systems Services Corp., and Teczo.

• The PSIA booth which it shared with the Japan External 
Trade Organization (JETRO) garnered nearly 50 inquiries 
from guests and possible investors with almost half pertaining 
to membership with the association.  Key meetings were 
with Harvey Koeppel of the Center for CIO Leadership, Prof. 
Joerg Menno Harms of BITKOM Germany, Arno Ijmker of 
Quint Wellington Redwood The Netherlands, and Ralph 
Schonenbach of TRESTLE GROUP.

• In partnership with the Board of Investments (BOI), 
JETRO, and the Philippine Trade and Investment Center 
in Tokyo (PTIC-Tokyo), PSIA spearheaded a special 
networking session for the visiting Japanese delegation, 
which featured a two-part program.  The first portion 
presented two success stories from Japanese companies 
who had outsourced to the Philippines; the second portion 
turned the story around where two local companies who 
had successfully become outsourcing providers in Japan 
were featured.

(For a complete post-event report on PSIA’s participation and the leads 
generated at eServices, please email Jo-anne at ed@psia.org.ph.)
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PSIA at Innovation Summit 2010
‘Technopreneurship is shifting to the 3rd world’ — PSIA Tech Chief
PSIA Director for Technology Calen Legaspi 
spoke on “Software Development Trends & 
What They Mean for the Third World” at the 
Innovation Summit 2010 organized by John 
Clements and Harvard Business Publishing 
last January 27 at the Asian Institute of 
Management Conference Center.

The event gathered around 50 CEOs 
and other C-level executives from top 
companies in the Philippines.

Legaspi, guest speaker for the IT industry 
breakout session, discussed current trends 
in software development and provided 
interesting insights on how these trends 
will deliver trickle-down effects that local 
businesses can take advantage of.  He 
explained that, “software can now be 
built incredibly fast, and incredibly cheap.  
Software is becoming more and more 
powerful since it can reach out not just 
servers, PCs and mobile phones but soon 
such things as household appliances, 
clothes, and even livestock.  Even the 
marketing and distribution of software is 
becoming cheaper and cheaper because of 
microsegmentation and SaaS.”

“This means that the first world will no 
longer have an advantage in innovation.  We 
are already seeing an increase in software 

innovation and technopreneurship in the 
third world.  This trend will only accelerate 
as the power of software increases and the 
cost of building software decreases.”

Legaspi concluded his talk by saying that, “in 
order for the Philippines to take part of this 
wave of innovation and technopreneurship, 
communities should be developed where 
both business people and technologists will 
be able to interact with one another.  This 
will allow for an exchange of ideas between 
the people who know the needs of certain 
markets with the people who can create the 
products that meet those needs.”

He then joined the panel with Intel 
Country Manager Ricky Banaag and Yahoo 
Philippines General Manager Jack Madrid 
to field questions from the audience on such 
topics as internet security, interoperability 
and internet marketing. 

Innovation Summit 2010 organized by John 
Clements and Harvard Business Publishing 
last January 27 at the Asian Institute of 

The event gathered around 50 CEOs 
and other C-level executives from top 

Legaspi, guest speaker for the IT industry 
breakout session, discussed current trends 
in software development and provided 

be able to interact with one another.  This 
will allow for an exchange of ideas between 
the people who know the needs of certain 
markets with the people who can create the 
products that meet those needs.”

He then joined the panel with Intel
Country Manager Ricky Banaag and Yahoo 
Philippines General Manager Jack Madrid 
to field questions from the audience on such 
topics as internet security, interoperability 
and internet marketing. 

“ “...the first world will 
no longer have an advantage 
in innovation. 

An initiative sends us back to high school!

PSIA, through the Capability Development 
Committee and the Technology Council, 
swings by the different Science schools in 
the Metro, as part of its Industry-Academe 
Linkage initiative known as High School 
Evangelism.

First stop was the Philippine Science High 
School in Quezon City last January 25 and 
27, where PSIA Director Winston Cruz 
talked about Green IT which perfectly 
fit the Biodiversity theme of the school’s 
Science and Technology Week, sharing 
the environmental efforts of his company, 
Accenture.
Another Director Calen Legaspi also joined 

the “Pisay” leg and spoke on the promising 
software development career in the country, 
setting a good example as a Pisay alumnus 
himself.
Next was Makati Science High School last 
January 29 where PSIA was represented 
by Technology Council member and Java 
expert Ealden Escanan who shared his own 
experience before becoming a software 
developer, promoting the whole IT career in 
the process.
High School Evangelism is an on-going 
project of the PSIA that aims to promote 
and advocate the IT career to high school 
students who are soon-to-be entering 
college and deciding on careers that will 
shape their future and the society. 

IT Advocacy: 
PSIA visits top science schoolsInformation & Research

The PSIA Information and Research 
Committee conducted a periodic ITO survey 
in January whose results were picked 
up by the Business Process Association of 
the Philippines (BPA/P) as part of the ICT-
enabled sector’s 2009 report at the recently-
concluded e-Services.  General observations 
to be gleaned from the survey of 23 member 
company respondents are as follows:
• Most of the bigger companies were hit 
worse than the smaller players as evident 
from the drop in revenue %.
• There has been a significant growth of 
local revenue amongst several respondents 
specially those who grew in 2009, but those 
who enjoyed high growth rate are small 
players and far from offsetting the decline by 
the larger ones.
•  Most of the players who grew in 2009 were 
in the mid-size (P50 to 100M) range.
• Naturally, most downsizing also came from 
the larger companies.

(For a copy of the aggregated results table, 
please email ed@psia.org.ph) 

current Training Regulations (TR) for Programming 
which has maximized its five-year validity this year.
The TESDA-PSIA group is currently working on 
the revision of the TR for general programming 
courses, as well as for such specific languages as 
Java, Cobol, SQL, and .Net.  The work is intended to 
be finished by end of first quarter, and released and 

promulgated later this year for use by all TESDA-
registered training institutions.
TESDA works with industry experts to be able to 
come up with programming curricula and training 
rules that meet the demands and standards of the 
industry.  PSIA is represented by its Technology 
Council members for this endeavor. 

PSIA continues to collaborate with the Technical 
Education and Skills Development Authority 
(TESDA) on the task to revise and update the 

Technology Council
TESDA-PSIA tandem 
aims for TR facelift


